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s heavily toward instrumentalist analysis, emphasizing 
unilateral adversarial legal action through actual or threatened litigation.  This paper will 
make the case for a somewhat modified type of study regarding rights.  Our commitment 
is to emphasizing the context in which rights struggles take place, through thick, 
multidimensional, dynamic analysis of power relations in which rights are embedded, 
displaced, denied, discounted, contested, and/or reconstructed in ongoing relational 

examining contexts of rights practice over longer historical periods, across multiple 
spatial and institutional settings, and along multiple lines of legal policy. This approach 
will draw on my study (with George Lovell) es for rights over 
eighty years in the Philippines and U.S. mainland, examining their struggle in multiple 
policy domains criminal, labor, immigration, constitutional civil liberties, and anti-
discrimination of law.  This approach arguably facilitates more complex and rich 

struggling amidst increasing global interdependence. 
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